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Epheſians IV. 14, 15. 


14. That we henceforth be no more Children, leſſed to and 
fro; and carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, by the 
Sleight of Men, and cunning Creftineſs, whereby they lie in 
watt to deceive. 


16. But, ſpeaking the Truth in Love, may grow up into him in 
all Things, which is the Head, even Chriſt. 


r. Paul having concluded the ſpecial 
Part of his Epiſtle with the foregoing 
Chapter, he proceeds in this, according 
0 his uſual Manner, to practical Exhor- 
tations ; and, in the Beginning of it, 
amongſt other Duties, he recommends 
Concord, and ſuch Virtues as moſt effec- 


nally promote it, Meekneſs, Patience, and Moderation. With Eby. iv. 2. 


this View he deſires them to remember, that the Church 


is one Body, that there is one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- ver. 4, 5, 6. 


tiſm, one God and Father of all. But, leſt the Peace and 
Happineſs of the Church ſhould ſuffer from Men of en- 
vious and ambitious Diſpoſitions, the Apot/e intimates, that 
the ſeveral Graces beſtowed upon us in different Degrees, 


every Man ſeverally as he will. From this Conſideration 
he would have it inferred, that no one ought to be elated 
upon the Account of any extraordinary Accompliſhments, 
or to envy thoſe of other Men, but only to keep in View 
e Beſtower of them, and to attribute them all to the 

Author 


are the Gifts of our Bleſſed Saviour, which he diſpenſes to ver. 7, 
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Author of every good Gift. He then very ſkilfully applies 
both with Regard to ſome converted Gentiles, and the un- 
converted Jews, an Explanation of the Pſalmiſt, implying thou 
that the ſame Jeſus that died and was laid in the Grave, I chr 
was exalted to the Right-hand of God, in the higheſt State 
of Dignity and Power--- that he himſelf being filled with B 
the Fulneſs of God, Believers, who were all his Members, MW Pay 
might receive immediately from him, their Head, a Fulnek ine n 
of Gifts and Graces, upon no other 'Terms, but barely az Sign 
they were his Members. He then mentions ſeveral eccle- It 
fiaſtical Offices, ſome of which were peculiar to the primi- W not 1 
tive Ages of the Church; others, as Paſtors, and Teachers, M tion 
which were to continue to future Times, and to be of and 
perpetual Uſe and Service. Thus were the ſeveral Mem- T. 
bers of this new Government framed and regulated, that W fluen 
each, in its proper Place and Function, might contribute to from 
the general Scheme, and help to build up the Body of little 
Chriſt. To confirm and eſtabliſh the Uſe of theſe Offices I who, 
in the Church, he intimates, that there were falſe Teachers MW thoſe 
who were Enemies to the Simplicity of the Goſpel of W this 
Chriſt, and, by various Arts and Stratagems, endeavoured W xf 
to deceive and ſeduce the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; again{: W 
which, they were to be guarded and ſecured by the Mini- it m- 
ſtry and Vigilance of their Paſtors. That they might not bY appli 
like Children tofſed to and fro, and carried about with ever) I to wi 
Wind Doctrine, by the Sleight of Men, and cunning Crafti- ¶ abrd 
neſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive = But, ſpeaking te rd u 
Truth in Love, might grow up into him in all Things, whicl I hav 
1s the Head, even Chriſt. 

To prevent the Miſchiefs which might ariſe from thek 
falſe Teachers, the Apoftle recommends the Love of Trut 
and Peace ; by the Want of which, -thoſe Perſons he would 


guart 
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guard the Ephe/ians againſt, were remarkably diſtinguiſhed ; 
though a neceſſary Qualification in all who profeſs the 
Chriſtian Religion, and indiſpenſibly fo in thoſe who pre- 
tend to be Teachers of it. 

But before I proceed to enlarge upon the Advice of St. 


Paul, it may not be improper to conſider ſeveral Expreſſions 
in my Text, which ſeem to have a peculiar Force and 
Significancy. 

It is obſervable that St. Paul (in a rhetorical Manner, 

not unuſual in his Writings) in this Paſſage has a Continua- 
tion of Metaphors, by the Uſe of which he adds Strength 
and Force to Propriety and Elegance. 
The firft is taken from Children who are eaſily in- 
fluenced and diverted by inſignificant Trifles--- The ſecond 
from Veſſels without Ballaſt, which are affected by every 
little Guſt of Wind--- The third is drawn from Perſons, 
who, by their ſuperior Skill and Dexterity, impoſe upon 
thoſe who are unexperienced in the Arts of Gaming--- For 
this ſeems to be the moſt natural Interpretation of & 75 
xupice Tov avporur, 

With Regard to the ſecond Metaphor here made uſe of, 
it may not be improper to obſerve, that what St. Paul 
applies to the Chriſtian Faith, Longinus ſeems to allude 


to with the Regard to the Sublime Kai ds emmuduviTepe Longinus, 
ard ãꝙ £xuTar di En HpYS & ντ XA ANPUATIOA f Sod. 1. 


rd ur ti worm TH ge, Kai d H,ẽ/:e TINpy le, 
have choſen to tranſcribe the original Paſſage, becauſe it 
cannot but ſuffer by Tranſlation. As it is applicable to my 
Text, the Meaning of it is this,--- As Ships without Ballaſt, 
or left to themſelves without the Skill of a Pilot, are in the 
greateſt Danger, ſo is a great Genius left to its own- Impe= 
tuoſity, without the Rules and Aſſiſtance of Art. And, in 

like 
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like Circumſtances will thoſe Perſons find themſelves who 
are carried away by their own vain Notions, or the Opinions 
of other People, without taking the unerring Rule of God\ 
Word for their Guide and Direction. 

In thort, ' this whole Paſſage of the Apoſtle is nervous 
and eloquent, and contains a ſelect Variety of Expreſſions 
and perhaps might be thus paraphraſed--- © That we may 
ebe no longer Infants, or Children without Judgment or 
* Diſcretion, toſſed and whirled about with every Wave, 
and Wind of Doctrine, by the cheating Sleight of Men, 
« by Craft and Doubling, according to the ne and 
e ſubtle Methods of Impoſture. 5 

In Oppoſition 'to theſe vain Devices and Attewpts, by 
which the Artful and Inſidious endeavoured to deceive the 
Ignorant and Unwary, and to draw them aſide from the 
Simplicity of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; the Apoſtle's 
Advice is aAnJw ty d'yaT1,--- To ſpeak the Truth in Love. 
This Expreſſion has been variouſly interpreted; and it .is a 
little ſurpriſing, that Gratius and other Commentators ſhould 
reſtrain it to Acts of Charity and Benevolence; for the 
whole Tenor of St. Paul's Diſcourſe, and indeed the Ex- 
preſſion itſelf will not admit of this Reſtriction. St. Paul 
is preſcribing a Rule of Conduct in Oppoſition to the Errors, 
and Artifices, and evil Deſigns of falſe Teachers.--- But it 
would ſeem a very faint Oppoſition, if he only exhorted 
them to be ſincere in Acts of Benevolence. The Caſe 
ſeems to be this: As theſe falſe Teachers occaſioned: many 
Diſſentions and Diviſions in the Church, the Apoſtle re- 
commends a Love of Truth, but at the ſame Time recom- 
mends a Love of Candour, Peace, and Unity; and, indeed, 
it is indiſpenſibly requiſite, that, wherever the Chriſtian 

Doctrine 


prope 
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Doctrine 1s concerned, theſe two important Duties ſhould 
mutually aid and aſſiſt each other. 
I ſhall therefore in this Diſcourſe recommend to you, 
Firſt, A Love and Regard for Truth, together with the 
proper Method of attaining it, and rendering it uſeful to 
others. 
Secondly, A peaceable, candid, and ingenuous Diſpoſition 
in purſuing it and promoting it. 
And fir/t, with Regard to the Love of Truth, there is 
little Need of Argument to recommend and enforce it. 
It is ſo natural to the Soul, that Men of all Opinions, 
Sects, and Parties, pretend to it, as the favourite Aim, 
and ultimate Deſign of their Studies and Reſearches. Ac- 
cordingiy many Preethinkers (who Jheak Lies in Hypocriſy ; 1 Tim ir. 25 
inſtead of ſpeaking the Truth in Love) have introduced the | 
moſt difingenuous Falſhoods, with ſolemn Declarations, 
that Truth is the only Point they have in View, well know- 
ing that this was the moſt probable Method of gaining 
Favour and Attention. — 
But it may not be unſuitable to the preſent Occaſion of 
our aſſembling ourſelves together, to confider Truth in 
two Reſpects, 
½, with Regard to our own Enquiries and Endeavours 
to attain it. 
2dly, with Regard to our delivering, and recommending 
it to others. | 
1/7, We ſhall in vain attempt any Methods of Inſtruction, 
if we ourſelves are ignorant of what we pretend to teach. 
In this Caſe the Blind will lead the Blind, and the Con- Matt, xv. 14. 
ſequence will be not Inſtruction and Improvement, but 
Ignorance and Confuſion. We muſt therefore uſe all 
proper Means of Information in all thoſe Articles, which it 
B is 
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is neceſſary for us to be acquainted with. We ſhould not 


yield a haſty and implicit Aſſent to every Doctrine, but 
ſhould examine whether it is agreeable to the Word of God, 
This is a Precept given us by Meſes and the Prophets, by 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 


In order to arrive at Truth, we muſt lay aſide all Pre. 


judices and Prepoſſeſſions. We muſt ſubdue our Paſſions, 
and every corrupt Inclination, that 1s apt to diſſipate our 
Thoughts, or pervert our Judgments, mult give. way to 


' impartial Reaſon and cool Reflection. 


And, 2dly, when we have furniſhed ourſelves with { 
proper Degree of Knowledge, great Diſcretion, great $i] 


and Diligence are neceſſary in applying it to the Ute « 


others. We ſhould deliver the Truths of the Chriſtian 


Religion with Purity and Sincerity ; and, with that cn; 


Tir. ii. 8. Dodtrine which cannot be condemned, guard againſt ſuch 
Errors in Opinion and Practice as are contrary to the Prin- 
.ciples and Rules of the Goſpel, We ſhould not intermix 
any novel or foreign Opinions of our own ; but, in Imitation 


of St. Paul, what we have received of the Lord, hat cn 


Pes. iv, ii. e ſhould deliver to others, and ſpeak as the Oracles of Gti 
If Men would walk by this Rule, they would not confoun 
and corrupt the Simplicity of the Goſpel with refine 


Notions and unintelligible Schemes.— They would ra 


handle the Word of God deceitiully, by raifing Objections 
which they do not ſeem inclined to anſwer, and creatin 
Gr. iv. 2. Doubts and Difficulties, inſtead of commending themes 
by Mauwifeſtation of the Truth 10 every Man's Cenſcience in th 
Sight of Gd; too nearly reſembling certain Chriſti 
Dialogiſis introduced by Freethinkers in tome late Diſcourſe; 


who are to make a Shew of azfending the Chriſtian Cauſe 


dut it is evident, that it is only to betray it. 


Theſe an 
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ſuch like Arts are not indeed, properly ſpeaking, Methods 


of propagating, bur of violating the Truth : They may 
ſhelter themſelves under falſe Pretences ; but proceed from 
the baſeſt and moſt dangerous Kind of Treachery. 

Even with Regard to Truth ztfelf, a great Degree of 
Caution and Prudence is required. As in private Cor- 
reſpondence Truths may be unſeaſonable, improper, and 


unneceſſary; ſo it may happen with Regard to ſome ſpe- 


culative Points in Matters of Religion.— I would by no 
means be thought to inſinuate, that Truth in general is to 
be diſguiſed or concealed, yet it ſurely may admit of ſome 
Doubt, whether the Love of Truth, which is the general 
Pretence, may not carry ſome Perſons too far; when they 
endeavour to depreciate Writings of eſtabliſhed Character, 
unqueſtionably well deſigned and calculated for the Ad- 
vancement of Religion ;--- when they are for ever ſtudious 
of moving Queſtions, which tend rather to Strife and 
Debate than to Edification ;--- when they raſhly run the 
Hazard of loſing more on the Side of Peace, than they can 
poſſibly gain by the propoſed Acquiſition of Knowledge; 
when they are zealous in making Diſcoveries not important 
in themſelves, and which may affect Truths of the greate/? 
Inportance, For Inſtance, it is not of great Moment with 
Regard to the Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, whether the Miracles ſaid to be wrought after 
the Apoſtolick Age were real Miracles or not; and yet a 
laboured Proof of this Point, even ſuppoſing it could be 
made out, is what in the Judgment of many good and wiſe 
Men might as well have been ſpared ; for many have ſo 
little Judgment, and are at the fame Time ſo ill inclined, 
that it might be eaſily foreſeen, that ſuch Perſons would 
be induced from falſe Logick (or from what is worſe) an 

B 2 evil 
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evil Heart of Unbelief, to draw from it Concluſions diſ.. 


advantageous to the Evidence and Authority of Miracles in, 


general ; and to call in queſtion the Miracles wrought by 
the Apoſtles, and even by Chriſt Himſelf. One would 
imagine, conſidering the preſent Diſpoſition of Mankind, 
that a late learned Enquirer might have apprehended this 
Conſequence ; for, whoever is converſant with the World 
muſt perceive, that ſeveral Perſons will catch at Difficultics 
and Objections, who cannot underſtand the Force of an 


Argument, or enter into any regular Deduttions of Reajon. 


It is not to be queſtioned, but that Unbelievers triumph 
when any Diſputes of this Kind happen ; make an artful, 
though ungenerous and unjuſtifiable Uſe of them, and re- 
joice in the Heats and Animgſities with which they are 
carried on. 


Amongſt all the Virtues therefore which diſtinguiſh a 


truly Chriſtian Spirit, there are none more likely to ſerve 
the. Cauſe of. Truth, and the real Purpoſes of Religion, 
than. Candour and Charity, accompanied with Prudence 
and Diſcretion... Truth and Love ſhould meet together, for 
very unhappy Effects have attended their Separation. from 
each other. It is owing to this fatal Diſunion that there 
have been Contentions and Diviſians from the earlieſt Ages of 
the Church, and that even Truth itſelf has been bare 
and loſt in Strifes, and Envyings, and Party-Zeal ; a Spirit 
directly contrary to that Moekneſs and Gentleneſs ſo fre- 


quently recommended to us in the Goſpel. For this End. 


John viii. 37. dc 01” Bleſſed Saviour born, and fer this Cauſe came He into 
the World, that He might bear Witneſs unto the Truth : But, 
how meek and lowly was He in delivering his Doctrine: 
How mild in his Replies to the Perverſeneſs and Ingratitude 


of thoſe who oppoſed it? The Apaſlles followed the bleſſed 
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Jeeps of their Lord and Maler. They uſed no Warmth, or 
violence in their Proceedings, but were mighty through God : 
They were ready to give an Anſwer to every Man that aſted i Pet. iii. 15, 
them a Reaſon of the Hope that was in them, with Meekneſs 
|, and Fear; and happy would it have been for the Profeſſors 
ls Jof Chriſtianity, if the ſame Conduct and Principles hal - 
d prevailed in ſucceeding Ages amongſt thoſe, who have 
emed utter Strangers to the Wiſdom which is from above, James iii. 17. 
in. Wwhich 7s firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be in- 
2. Wireated, full of Mercy. and good Fruits, without Partiality, 
h Wed without Hypecriſy. To the Want of this Connexion of 
1, Truth and Love were probably owing all thoſe Factions and 
c- Wbiſlentions amongſt the Corinthians, which St. Paul took 
re Wo much Pains to put an End to: And to the ſame Cauſe 
may be aſcribed moſt of the Diſorders and Diſputes which 
a. Whave. diſturbed the Peace of the Church in all Ages. As 
ally very juſtly obſerves, Men oftner form a Judgment from 
on, Nie Paſſions then their Reaſon * ; and therefore it is not to 
Cc. Ie wondered at, that, conſidering the Weakneſs and Cor-- 
for mption of human Nature, Religion and Truth fo often 
2M aatfer.— The Prejudices of Education, and the Violence of 
ere Waſtion ;— Envy, Emulation, and perſonal Diflike ;— Ad- 
of Fhierence to particular Sects and Opinions; and an Incapacity 
red f judging for ourſelves ;— a Love of Fame and Singularity ; 
irit Ta Fondneſs for, and a Reſolution to ſupport any Hypo- 
re- ſhefis of our own ;—an Affectation of diſplaying ſuperior 
7nd Warts and Learning ;— a Levity of Mind, and a Humour of 
110 eating ſacred Things with Ridicule ;— an Averſion in ge- 


ne? I Cie. de Orat. Lib. IT. Pluta enim multo homines judicant odio, aut amore, 
ade cupiditate, aut iracundia, aut dolore, aut lætitia, aut ſpe, aut timore, . aut 
ore, aut aliqua permotione mentis, quam veritate, aut præſeripto, aut juris 
ſſed ' Fama aliqua, aut judicii formula, aut legibus. 
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neral to the Laws of Chriſtianity proceeding from vicious 
and ſelfiſh Motives, not to be reconciled to the Precepts of 
the Goſpel ;— Reſentment and Diſſatisfaction becauſe ſome 
do not think themſelves properly rewarded for their ſuperior 
Merit: — Theſe, and Influences of the like Kind will always 
raiſe up Enemies to Truth and Religion; and it ſeems not 
difficult to determine, from a View of the De:/ircal Writers in 
this Nation, whether the various Attacks of Infidelity may 
not be aſcribed to ſome or other of theſe Cauſes. It may be 
obſerved, that to the /a/? I mentioned, namely, Reſentment 
upon the Account of neglected Merit, were owing ſome re— 
markable Hereſies in the early Ages of the Church: For we 
find an Account of ſeveral celebrated Hergſarchs, nearly re- 
ſembling ſome able and experienced Men in the uta 
Way, who, becauſe they could not have the Command they 
thought themſelves intitled to, have immediately quitted 
the Service, or deſerted to the Enemy. 

I ſhall only obſerve farther, that ſpeaking the Truth in 
Love ſeems inconſiſtent with all unneceſſary Diviſions and 
Separations, for the very Reverſe is a natural Conſequence 
in the Argument of St. Paul.— But, ſpeaking the Truth in 
Love, may grow up into Him in all Things, hich is the Head, 
even Chriſt : From whom the hole Body fitly joined together 
and .compatted by that, which every Joint ſupplieth, according 
to the effeetual Working in the Meaſure of every Part, maketh 
Increaſe of the Body unto the Edifying of itſelf in Love. The 
Meaning of which figurative Diſcourſe is, That Chriſtians 
all, as Members of one Body whereof Chriſt is the Head, 
ſhould each in his proper Place, according to the Gifts bc- 
ſtowed upon him, labour with Concern and Good-will tor 
the Good and Increaſe of the whole, till it be grown up to 
that Fulneſs, which is to complete it in Chriſt Jeſus — 1 
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cannot at preſent enter into the Unreaſonableneſs of different 


Separations, however what is true with Regard to the whote 


State of Chriſt's Church, may by the fame Rule be applied 
to any particular Branch of it; from whence it may be ob- 
ſerved, that no Zeal for the Salvation of Souls ;— no Pre- 
tence of edifying others, or carrying on the great Work of 
Refermaticn, will juſtify ſeparate Aſſemblies ; or an officious 
Intruſion of ſome Perſons into what is properly and legally 
the Charge and Province of their Brethren ; directly con- 
trary to that Apo/tolical Precept, which enjoins that Men 


ſtudy to be quiet, and to do their own Bujineſs ; that is, that 


every one ſhould diligently apply and confine himſelf to the 
Duties of his reſpective Calling and Station, to prevent that 
Diſorder and Confuſion, which an Encroachment upon the 
Office and Concerns of others muſt neceſſarily introduce. 
Let no Man therefore deceive you :— Whatever has a Ten- 
dency to ſubvert good Government, by interfering or diſ- 
penſing with the eſtabliſhed Rules and Order of Diſcipline, 
muſt be fundamentally wrong in itſelf, with what ſanctiſied 
Pretznces whatever it may be covered. It is a falſe Zeal, 
which under the Appearance of doing Good (though ſome- 
times perhaps liable to Suſpicion of what St. Paul in my 
Text very properly and elegantly calls the weSodtiz T1s TAs) 
may be, and frequently is attended with very miſchievous 
Conſequences, which have been formerly ſeverely felt in 
this Church and Nation. For though Zeal without doubt 
often means well, yet if we ſuffer it to tranſgreſs the Bounds 
of our proper Stations and Callings, the Gate is then opened 
wide to all manner of Diſorder; and we know not what 


Extravagancies we may be hurried into, -till we experience 


their unhappy Effects. 
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2 x6 .. 4 Viſitation Sermon. 
, To conelude,” The main Deſign of the 4po/tle in my Ta 
is to ſhew the Vanity and Danger which all thoſe Perſoi 
are expoſed to, who do not build upon the ſolid Foundatig 
of eternal Truth, and the Word of God, which alone w 
effectually ſecure us againſt all the Arts and Malice of I 
fidelity and Profaneneſs. By forming our Principles a 
Conduct upon God's revealed Will, we ſhall attain to t 
trueſt Wiſdom ourſelves, communicate it in the moſt ben 
ficial and proper Manner to others, and be enabled to anſw 
Epbyſ. iv. 21. the Cavils and Objections of thoſe who have not fo lear 
Chriſt as the Truth is in Jeſus. And we are more partie 

larly called upon to do this, in this Age of Freedom, Err 
and Licentiouſneſs, as the Miniſters of the Goſpel frequent 
find themſelves under a Neceſſity of reſembling the Builde 
Neben. iv. 17. f the Wall of Jeruſalem mentioned in Nehemiah ; II 
they that builded the Wall, and they <wbich bare Burdens, wt 

"thoſe that laded, every one with one of his Hands wrought 

the Work, and with the other Hand held a Weapon. | 
1 Cr. i. 10. Finally, Let me beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of at 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and tl 
there be no Diviſions among you, but that ye be perfectly join 
together in the ſame Mind and in the ſame Judgment. L 

your .Zeal for Truth never affect your Candour, Chari 
and Good-will towards Men; but let your chief Contentie 
and Emulation be, who ſhall moſt excel in uſeful and ſu 
ſtantial Virtue, who ſhall carry Piety and Benevolence 
Purity of Manners, and univerſal Righteouſneſs, to 
nobleſt Heighth. Then may we expect all thoſe Bleſſin 
and Comforts, which the Lord promiſed to Jeruſalem ai 
to the Houſe of Judab, upon this Condition= that th 
Zeeb. vit. 19. loved the TRUTH and PEACE, 
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